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The collaboration between Todd Oldham and the
artist who inspired him features over 700 of the
Charley Harper's works.  (CBS/Cincinnati
Museum of Art)
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The Fashion Designer And The Artist
Todd Oldham Shares The Story Of The Friendship And Inspiration Of Charley Harper

(CBS) Todd Oldham has been a fixture in the
fashion world since he burst onto the scene in
the 1990s, with bold colors and potholder
pockets. In recent years, he's teamed up with
companies like Target, La-Z-Boy and FTD, to
design everything from dorm room furniture to
floral arrangements. 

But five years ago, Oldham's design career
took an unexpected turn when he happened
across a promotional magazine published by
the Ford Motor Company in a junk store.

"I'd never heard of Ford Times," Oldham told
CBS News correspondent Cynthia Bowers,
"but the illustration of this bird, a red-eyed
vireo that was on the cover, it kind of just
stopped you in your tracks. I couldn't figure
out why my hands were zombied to this thing,
and I bought the one and then looked up
Charley Harper. Didn't know who the guy was,
but, oh my God, what a genius!"

Turns out, that genius was the same Charley Harper who illustrated a book Oldham
owned, and cherished, as a boy growing up in Texas. 

"I had the giant 'Golden Book of Biology,' which was one of my favorite things I've ever
had in my life," reminisced Oldham. "I kind of remember, it was like I crawled into that
book. It wasn't like a book in the room. It was this fort, this immersion for me."

Oldham was determined to find the man whose illustrations had so captivated him. He
found Charley Harper living in Cincinnati where he had been a working artist for the
last 60 years.

Harper, his wife Edie and son Brett - artists too - were all part of the local art scene. 

Oldham arranged to meet Harper, hoping to learn more about the man, and his work,
face to face. Brett Harper remembers his dad was less than impressed that the world-
famous Todd Oldham was one of his fans.
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