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“Will Rogan,” SECA Art Award 2002, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

WILL ROGAN

<

WILL ROGAN'S WORK OPERATES IN AN UNDEFINED TERRITORY THAT LIES
somewhere between conceptual activity and sculptural formalism. His recent
body of work encompasses photographs that are loosely tied together in a
manner reminiscent of the documentary essay. In series comprising ten to
twenty mid-scale color photographs, the artist captures seemingly unrelated,
unspectacular scenarios in the urban environment. Fleeting impressions grad-
ually coalesce into unforgettable arrangements of form and poetry. In Rogan's
first photographic series, Public Sculpture, thirteen color prints depict scenes
found in the urban landscape: collapsed scaffolding on the side of an apartment
building, a plastic shopping bag caught in barbwire, a bicycle wedged between
an open car door and a bus. By calling attention to life's small accidents, he
conveys the spontaneity and beauty of chance. Rogan considers these images
to be public sculptures, a humbling yet brilliant idea that tests preconceptions
of monumental artworks erected in city squares while pushing sculptural
practice into the realm of conceptual art.

Untitled, from the series
“Picture the Earth spinning
in space, 2002-03

C-print

20 x 30 in. (50.8 x 76.2 cm)

Courtesy of the artist

and Jack Hanley Gallery,

San Francisco
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of life
] hich
manages to evoke the mysteries of overlap ell as

cells at the moment of division, Rogan succeeds in capturing t
of everyday objects. ¥ CK

Untitled photographs from the series
Public Sculpture, 2001

C-prints, ed. 1/1
16 x 20 in. (40.6 x 50.8 cm) each
Collection SFMOMA, purchased through a gift of the

Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation



