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M T ORT for 
the moderni t pictu.r , th 
painterly mark ha gotten a bad 
rap: loo e pre ·i e too authorial 
and ther fore authoritarian t o 
ur of it inexhau tibl plenitud . 
v ry mudg of pigm nt at lea t 

potentially renew the old fanta y 
that th painter' mar an e ap 
the fate of being a ign at all that it 
can embody a material immanen 
and immediacy alien to 
ignification. But a an inchoat 

inde , it al o gi e the lie to that 
fan ta y haple ly ref erring to 
it If, to th m dium and it 
tradition and e pecially to the 
painter. It i thi la t point that 
L Ang l -ba ed arti t 1 
01 on ma e into ometbing lik a 
ubject in her witty prepo e ing 

painting , hich often take their 
cue from written t t including 
po ter and fashion 
editorial . 01 on al o make ready 
u c of what h deem " tock
ignage," by which be mean 

"flexible" form that elude pecific 
meaning becau e th y've b en 

• 

Artforum 
0 tob r 2014 

Jani! Birldn Awograph, 2009 
Oil On Linen 
18 X 14 in 

deployed o variou ly. or in tance, a da h or an ugge t th 
interpretive a peel of reading· the immediate context i.e. the 
painting con titute the emiotic tructure that ill d termin ho we 
apprehend the e ign that are empty, or almo t empty, of any 
intrin ic connotation of their own. ucb form Oouri hed in "Palmi t 
and ditor " 01 on' 2012 how at ew York' Li a Cooley gall ry, 
for which the arti t filled the pace with 

Hudson, Suzanne, "Alex Olson," Artforum, October 2014
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